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Everything you need to know about our Firm, our Team, and making our
community a safer place to live and work. 

MARCH MADNESS & INSURANCE MONEY

   Insurance companies are known for their creative and often humorous
commercials, which are a common sight during March Madness, the NCAA
Men’s Basketball Tournament.  During this highly anticipated event, insurance
companies spend millions of dollars on advertisements.
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   While insurance commercials can be entertaining and informative, it’s
important to remember that they are ultimately trying to sell you a product. The
primary source of income for auto insurance companies is premiums. The
premiums they collect are not all paid out in claims (the majority of people pay
insurance companies more in premiums, then they ever receive back from
insurance).  The insurance companies often invest money from premiums in
stocks, bonds, or real estate to grow their proRts. Most insurance companies
are highly proRtable, and they have been criticized for prioritizing their proRts
over their customers' well-being. Many people do not realize that most of the
time, personal injury lawyers are not trying to obtain compensation from the
individual that caused the accident, but instead we go after their insurance, and
in some cases, our client's own insurance. 

   Getting good insurance is important, however the insurance company is
usually not "on your side".  If you’ve been in an accident, it’s essential to protect
your rights and interest by hiring a personal injury lawyer to battle the insurance
company for you.  So, while watching March Madness and all the entertaining
commercials, don’t forget the gecko is not your friend. 

ELECTRIC VEHICLE SAFETY

6 Reasons EVs May Be Safer.



Electric vehicles are gaining popularity and market share. New gas-powered car
sales in early 2022 were down 20% from the prior year, while EV sales were up

37%. Cost savings from not needing fuel and improved performance are driving
people to make the switch to electric.

 

All things considered, are EVs safer than gas cars? Let’s look at safety factors
for EVs versus cars with internal combustion engines.

1. Passenger safety.

The probability of getting injured in crashes involving EVs is lower for
passengers than in gas vehicles. according to an Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety (IIHS) study. They compared claims data from the electric and
conventional versions of nine 2011 to 2019 autos. They found that injury claim
rates for drivers and passengers of EVs were over 40% less than for
comparable conventional models.

2. Fire risk.

Gasoline-powered vehicles are subject to more recalls for Rre-related concerns
than EVs. While any vehicle can catch Rre, the risk for EVs is far lower. Gas is
volatile and ]ammable and a damaged gas tank can turn a simple collision into
a deadly accident. A study showed 1,530 conventional cars were involved in
Rres per 100,000 sold, whereas EVs had 25 Rres per 100,000 sold.

3. EV-speci8c safety features.

To address potential risks for Rre, EVs have built-in safety features that shut
down electrical systems when the vehicle detects a crash. Additionally, the cars
are engineered to ensure that the battery remains anchored to the EV and have
enhanced frameworks so the battery cannot intrude into the passenger area in
a crash.

4. Center of gravity.

EVs have low centers of gravity with the motor and battery located at the
bottom of the car. This enhances the traction of EVs, which also improves their
stability and safety and reduces the risk of a rollover.

5. Better brakes.

EVs tend to weigh more, so they typically have more powerful, larger brakes to
ensure they can safely come to a complete stop or slow down, as needed.

https://knewz.com/car-sales-2022/#:~:text=Edmunds%20recently%20released%20its%20new%20car%20sales%20forecast,percent%20from%20the%20start%20of%202022,%20Edmunds%20noted.
https://www.forbes.com/wheels/news/ev-sales-soar-in-2022/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/electric-vehicles-prove-safe-gas-powered-cars-iihs/story?id=77249711
https://www.kbb.com/car-news/study-electric-vehicles-involved-in-fewest-car-fires/
https://www.robsonforensic.com/articles/electric-vehicle-crash-expert-witness
https://electriccarslab.com/electric-cars-lower-center-of-gravity/#:~:text=The%20lower%20center%20of%20gravity%20of%20electric%20cars,coefficients%20that%20isolate%20the%20wheels%20and%20in-wheel%20motors.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-04-07/electric-cars-complicate-climate-goals-with-road-safety#:~:text=At%20the%20time%20of%20his,weight%20of%20the%20American%20vehicle.


Furthermore, some EVs are using new regenerative braking systems that also
help lower the car’s center of mass, thereby lowering its center of gravity.
 

Potential Risks of Electric Vehicles. 
Despite all these beneRts over traditional vehicles, there are some dangers
associated with electric vehicles.

Due to their quiet nature, EVs are 37 percent more likely to cause pedestrian
collisions and 57 percent more likely to cause bicycle collisions than vehicles
with louder combustion engines. However, in 2022 rules were mandated by
Congress and Rnalized by NHTSA requiring automakers to add sounds to
hybrid and electric vehicles at speeds of up to 18.6 MPH, to help prevent
injuries among pedestrians, cyclists, and the blind.

Even though the risk of Rre is lower with EVs, if the lithium-ion battery catches
8re it will burn hotter and last much longer than a gas 8re — they can take tens
of thousands of gallons of water to extinguish.

The increased weight of EVs due to the heavy batteries may pose a greater
risk of injuries and fatalities for occupants of a lighter vehicle in a collision.

The evidence that electric vehicles are safer than conventional vehicles
continues to grow as EV models evolve, yet there are still concerns about their
safety that need to be addressed. It’s diecult to say that all EVs are objectively
safer than their gasoline counterparts, rather, the speciRc make and model of
the vehicle seem to affect safety more than whether it’s electric or not.

FROM OUR CEO

https://www.polestar.com/us/polestar-2/performance/regenerative-braking/#:~:text=A%20more%20efficient%20use%20of,to%20extend%20the%20car's%20range.
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/07/13/2022-14733/federal-motor-vehicle-safety-standards-minimum-sound-requirements-for-hybrid-and-electric-vehicles


   February flew by, and I am excited for March (one of my favorite months). During
February we continued to focus on our firm service standards, and most importantly
ensuring our clients are routinely updated on their case and our progress. 

   This month we had many referrals from friends and prior clients. This is the greatest
compliment I could get as a business owner. I am always humbled and grateful for
these referrals. Thank you for continuing to trust our firm, and as always, do not
hesitate to reach out to me with any questions or concerns.

Go Zags!
Ryan Sargent, Esq.
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