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Everything you need to know about our 3rm, the SLF team, and making our
community a safer place to live and work. 

MY CASE HAS SETTLED. WHAT ARE THE NEXT
STEPS?

UNDERSTANDING THE SETTLEMENT PROCESS: 
A STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE

1. Settlement Release Agreement:

After reaching a settlement, the opposing party prepares a Settlement
Release Agreement.

Our attorneys review this agreement and send it to our clients for their
signature.

2. Receipt of Settlement Check:

Upon receipt of the signed release, the insurance company is required to
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send the settlement check within 30 days (assuming there are no
government health insurance liens against the case).

3. Deposit Settlement Check into the Client Trust Account:

The settlement check issued by the insurance company is deposited into
our client trust account, as required by the State Bar.

4. Finalizing Medical Bills:

Concurrently, we work on finalizing all medical bills that need to be paid
from the settlement.

We attempt to negotiate these bills down where possible.

5. Preparation of Final Settlement Breakdown:

We prepare a detailed settlement breakdown for review and signature by
the client, ensuring full transparency and understanding.

6. Issuing Checks:

Our accounting department issues all checks as outlined in the signed
settlement distribution sheet.

This includes payments for medical bills, attorney fees/costs, and the
client’s net settlement proceeds.

7. Delivery of Client’s Check:

We typically mail the client’s settlement proceeds check or arrange for in-
person pickup at one of our offices.

Timeline Expectations:

The entire process typically takes between 1 to 4 months, depending on
the case's complexity, type of health insurance, and the amount of
medical bills involved.

Please note, involvement of any government entity, minors involved, or
litigation may extend this timeline.

Most law firms do not spend the extra time to help you negotiate down
your medical bills and health insurance liens. However, we know that any



amount negotiated down is more money for our clients. While this may
take more time, it will ultimately be a better outcome for you.

FROM OUR CEO

   This month we held our "State of the Firm" meetings in California and Idaho.
These meetings were an opportunity for us to rePect on the successes of the
past year and strategize for the year ahead with our SLF team.

   During these discussions, we identiSed areas where we excelled and areas
where we can improve. One of our key focuses moving forward is enhancing
communication within our team and with our clients. Additionally, we are
integrating innovative technology within our case management software to
enhance the customer service experience with our clients.

   Thank you for your continued trust and partnership. We look forward to
continue supporting you in your legal matters.

Kind Regards,
Ryan Sargent, Esq.
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SUPER BOWL 58: 49ERS V. CHIEFS

   The Super Bowl matchup is set, with the Kansas City Chiefs and the San
Francisco 49ers emerging victorious in their respective conference
championships this last Sunday. This clash presents a compelling narrative of
underdog versus powerhouse, as the 49ers' Brock Purdy, aka "Mr. Irrelevant"
(selected last in the 2022 draft), squares off against two-time Super Bowl
champion Patrick Mahomes of the Chiefs. This marks the Chiefs' fourth Super
Bowl appearance in the last five seasons, and an opportunity for the defending
champions to win back-to-back Super Bowls  (a feat not seen since the New
England Patriots nearly two decades ago). With three Super Bowl titles already
under their belt, the Chiefs aim to etch their name in history once more. The
49ers, boasting five Super Bowl victories, but without a win since 1995, are
hungry to reclaim the title, with memories of their thwarted attempt by the
Chiefs in 2020 still fresh. Save the date for the 2024 Super Bowl on Feb. 11 at
Allegiant Stadium in Paradise, Nev., with kickoff set for 6:30 p.m. ET on CBS.

   In the spirit of supporting our West Coast teams, we are rooting for the 49ers
to triumph in this year's Super Bowl!
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