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What to Do After a Winter Crash
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Winter crashes are different. Ice, snow, and poor visibility can turn a
minor collision into a dangerous situation fast—so what you do in the

minutes after matters.

First, check for injuries and get to safety if you can. If vehicles are drivable,
move them out of traffic to avoid secondary crashes. Turn on hazard lights and
stay visible, especially in snowy or low-light conditions.

Call 911. Even if the crash seems minor, winter accidents often involve hidden
damage or delayed injuries. A police report can be critical later, especially when
road conditions are a factor.

Document everything. Take photos of vehicle positions, damage, road
conditions, ice patches, tire tracks, and weather visibility. Winter-specific details
disappear quickly once snow melts or roads are treated—capture them while
you can.

Exchange information with the other driver, but avoid discussing fault.
Statements made in the moment—especially under stress—can be
misinterpreted later.

Seek medical care promptly. Cold weather can mask pain, and injuries like
whiplash or soft-tissue damage may not show up right away. Getting checked
protects both your health and your claim.

Finally, talk to a lawyer before talking to the insurance company. Winter



crashes are often blamed on “conditions,” even when another driver was going
too fast or following too closely. Knowing your rights early can make all the
difference.

Stay safe—and if the unexpected happens, take it one step at a time.

MEET THE TEAM

BLAKE WHITEMAN
Chief Operating Officer

Blake Whiteman, Chief Operating Officer of Sargent Law Firm, brings executive
leadership, people-first values, and deep community roots. A Coeur d’Alene
native and Biola University graduate, Blake has over a decade of executive
management experience across physical therapy and nonprofit organizations,
driving operational excellence and mission-focused growth.

As an Integrator, Orchestrator, and Celebrator, Blake turns complexity into
clarity, aligns strategy with execution, and leads with humility. His leadership
philosophy is simple: “To help people, help people.”

At SLF, Blake focuses on streamlining operations, strengthening collaboration,
and supporting a high-performance culture—empowering every team member
to deliver exceptional client service.

Blake’s proudest role? Husbandry and fathering— loving his family as deeply



as he leads in business. He lives in Coeur d’Alene, ID with his wife, Andrea,
daughter Layne, son Hudson, Golden Retriever Henry, and giant cat, Millie. He
loves life and lives it fully enjoying art, music, coffee, camping, sports, exercise,
eating food, laughing, and this life motto: “He is that He is, so it is that it is, and
here we are.”

We are thankful to have Blake, and the wealth of experience he brings to the
SLF team!

A MESSSAGE FROM OUR CEO

As we begin a new year, it’s important to pause, re?ect, and reset with purpose.
Each January, we come together in California and Idaho for our State of the
Firm meeting—a time to review the year behind us, celebrate our wins, learn
from challenges, and align around what’s ahead. It’s one of my favorite
traditions because it highlights that our success is built on our people: our
team, our clients, and our community.

This year’s meeting reinforced what makes our Nrm strong—clear values,
shared goals, and a commitment to continuous improvement. We discussed
our direction, how we’ll get there, and how we can continue delivering



exceptional service while supporting one another along the way.

As we move into the year ahead, I’m energized by our momentum and grateful
for the team that makes it possible. I’m excited for what’s next and conNdent in
what we’ll accomplish together.

Kind Regards,
Ryan Sargent, Esq.
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