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Everything you need to know about our firm, the SLF team, and making our
community a safer place to live and work.
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Most personal injury cases settle out of court and here's why.

One of the most common questions our clients ask about their case is if they
are going to have to go to trial to resolve their injury claim. According to the
Bureau of Justice Statistics, about 3 to 4 percent of personal injury cases go to
trial. Our goal with every case is to reach a fair settlement with the insurance
company. Reaching a settlement allows our clients more control over the
outcome, and eliminates some of the risks involved in trial. In the event our
client can't reach a fair settlement, our litigation team is always ready to take
the case to trial.
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The Fourth Amendment of the United States Constitution protects
citizens from unreasonable searches and seizures.

When getting pulled over by a police officer, certain Fourth Amendment rights
apply to ensure that law enforcement respects an individual's privacy and
personal liberties. Here are some key points related to Fourth Amendment
rights during a traffic stop:

1. Reasonable Suspicion: A police officer must have reasonable suspicion
that a traffic violation or other wrongdoing has occurred before pulling



you over. This means they must have a legitimate reason to believe you
have violated the law, such as speeding or failing to use a turn signal.

2. Probable Cause: If, during the traffic stop, the officer develops enough
evidence or observations that lead them to believe a crime has been
committed or that evidence of a crime is in the vehicle, they may have
probable cause to conduct a search without your consent.

3. Duration of the Stop: The traffic stop should be reasonably brief and
should not unnecessarily prolong the detention. Once the officer has
completed the tasks related to the traffic violation (e.g., issuing a ticket),
they generally cannot continue to detain you without a reasonable
suspicion of another offense.

4. Search and Seizure: During a routine traffic stop, the officer typically
cannot search your vehicle without your consent or without probable
cause to believe there is evidence of a crime in the car. However, there are
exceptions to this rule, such as if illegal items or contraband are in plain
view from outside the vehicle.

5. Consent Searches: If an officer asks for your consent to search the
vehicle, you have the right to refuse. You are not required to consent to a
search unless the officer has probable cause to believe there is evidence
of criminal activity.

6. Plain View Doctrine: If an officer sees illegal items or contraband in plain
view from outside the vehicle during the traffic stop, they may be allowed
to seize the items and use them as evidence without needing a warrant or
your consent.

7. Miranda Rights: The Fourth Amendment does not directly address
Miranda rights (the right to remain silent and the right to an attorney),
which are related to the Fifth Amendment. However, if you are taken into
custody and subjected to custodial interrogation, the officer should inform
you of your Miranda rights.

8. Recording the Encounter: In many jurisdictions, you have the right to
record the encounter with the police during a traffic stop, as long as you
do not interfere with the officer's duties. However, laws on recording vary
by state, so it's essential to be aware of local regulations.

It's important to remain calm and cooperative during a traffic stop while still



asserting your rights. Keep in mind that specific laws and court interpretations
may vary based on your location, so it's always a good idea to be familiar with
local laws and regulations.

“It's not the destination, it's the journey. And if you guys can understand that,
what you'll see happen is that you won't accomplish your dreams, your dreams
won't come true, something greater will." - Kobe Bryant

This week is my 15 year wedding anniversary. My family is the reason |
started this law firm, and was, and is, my driving force to create a successful
business that positively impacts others. A marriage and a business both require
commitment, relentless determination to do better and be better, grace, and an
unwavering commitment to the wild and unpredictable adventure.

Managing a law firm takes a team, not just in the office, but at home as well. |
am incredibly grateful to have my wife, and the immense support system of all
the family and friends in my life. Thank you to our clients, the many businesses
and providers that we work with, and our SLF Team for your trust, support, and
business over the years.



Best Regards,
Ryan Sargent, Esq.
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