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Premises Liability: Injuries on Your Property

     The holiday season is a chaotic time of year filled with many fun gatherings
with friends, families, and their awkward significant others. Many people host
parties in their home and/or at their business, and may not be aware of the
responsibility, and liability, that they have for the safety of their
guests/customers. 

     Premises liability is a legal principle that holds property owners accountable
for injuries or damages that occur on their property caused by unsafe
conditions. This applies to both homes and businesses. Premise liability cases
are the second most common type of personal injury case (behind
car/motorcycle accidents).

     In order for a property owner to be held liable for an injury that occurred on
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their premises/property, you have to prove that they were negligent.  Just
because someone is hurt on a property, does not mean the owners were
negligent.  Most importantly, property owners are responsible to warn guests
about dangers to which they are aware of on their property.

     Here are some helpful tips to prevent injuries on your property during the
holiday season:

Slip and falls are one of the most common injuries for premise liability
injuries. 

Always clear the snow & ice from your sidewalk and entry ways.

Clean up spills right away in your home or at your business.

Make sure there are no trip hazards, like uneven surfaces or extension
cords.

Maintain proper lighting on walkways and in parking areas.

Secure pets away from guests if they are unpredictable, especially dogs
around children.

Ensure swimming pools are secured and monitored.

Secure construction site areas and warn guests of potential dangers.

I’m Getting Sued… Now What?

Your dog bit a little girl at your house, and she now needs stitches on her face.
An elderly customer fell on the ice by the door to your office building, and broke

a hip. You rear ended the car in front of you, and they went to their doctor for
back pain. 

     Accidents happen. Sometimes despite your best efforts or intentions,
people can get hurt on your property, or at your business. This is why it is so
important to have good insurance coverage. “Homeowners insurance”, “renters
insurance”, “business insurance”, and “car insurance” will cover most injuries
that happen while on the road or at your home or business. Adequate
insurance coverage will also protect you financially. 

     It is not uncommon for people to feel angry, saddened, or personally
attacked when they find out that a friend, acquaintance, customer, or even a



stranger is “suing” them for a personal injury. However, this is the entire reason
that you should have good insurance, and why you pay every month for
insurance coverage! The majority of personal injury cases are settled between
insurance companies, and do not go to trial/court. 

     Remember, accidents happen. If you find yourself in a situation where you
are the defendant in a personal injury claim, you need to contact your insurance
carrier and notify them. Your insurance company has a contractual duty to
defend you. If you have adequate insurance, the insurance companies will most
likely be able to resolve the claim.

A Note From Our CEO

On your mark, get set…..  December is almost here.

     November always causes me to pause and reflect on the many blessings in
my life, and reevaluate my priorities, both personally and in my business. The
end of year is exceptionally busy for our firm as we push hard to finish up as
many of our client’s cases as possible, and send out settlement checks before
the holidays.

     We are also working on launching a brand new website, signing two more
office space leases, hiring 3 more members to our team, and I squeezed in
writing the monthly newsletter between bedtime stories with my kids and
breakfast pancakes before school. Life is busy in the best way. 

     We thank you for continuing to trust our firm with your injury case, and thank
you for your referrals. Referrals are the greatest compliment we receive! 

     Wishing you a safe and healthy holiday season.



Kind Regards,

Ryan Sargent, Esq.
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