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Decorating is one of the best ways to get in the holiday mood, but
emergency rooms see thousands of injuries from holiday decorating every
season. There are also more house fires during the holidays with 34% greater
property loss and 70% more fatalities on average from holiday fires.

When decorating follow these tips from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission:

e Keep potentially poisonous plants — mistletoe, holly berries, Jerusalem cherry
and amaryllis — away from children.

e If using an artificial tree, check that it is labeled “fire resistant”.
e If using a live tree, cut off about 2 inches of the trunk to expose fresh wood
for better water absorption, remember to water it and remove it from your home

when it is dry.

e Place your tree at least 3 feet away from fireplaces, radiators and other heat
sources, making certain not to block doorways.

e Avoid placing breakable ornaments, or ones with small detachable parts, on
lower tree branches where small children can reach them.

e Only use indoor lights indoors, and outdoor lights outdoors, and choose the
right ladder for the task when hanging lights.

e Replace light sets that have broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires,



or loose connections.

e Follow the package directions on the number of light sets that can be plugged
into one socket.

e Never nail, tack or stress wiring when hanging lights, and keep plugs off the
ground and away from puddles and snow.

e Turn off all lights and decorations when you go to bed or leave the house!

Injuries happen everywhere. A common problem that we see is someone
who is injured at a friend or family member’s home, and is uncomfortable or
unsure about pursuing a personal injury claim, and does not want to “sue their
friend or family member”.

Here is how a claim against a friend or family member works:

1. You contact the SLF firm with the details of the event and injuries you
sustained.

2. We will review the case and determine if you have a valid claim. We will
then contact the homeowner’s insurance of your friend/family member to
file an insurance injury claim on your behalf (this is different than “suing
someone”).

3. Most of the time we can work out a settlement with the homeowner’s
insurance company so that you receive compensation for your injuries,
medical expenses, lost wages, and pain & suffering without having to sue
anyone.

4. Even if no one is at fault, there might be insurance coverage called
medical payments coverage that can help pay for your medical bills.

The reason we all have insurance is for accidents. If your friend or family
member has an accident or injury in your home or on your property, it is



important to remember that we all pay for insurance for this reason! One claim
is unlikely to change the price of your homeowner’s insurance. If you ever have
questions, always reach out to our team for a free case evaluation and

discussion.

Thanksgiving Meal Giveback Success

We gave out 600 Thanksgiving Family Meal Kits to our communities this
November. These meal kits included mashed potatoes, stuffing, cranberry
sauce, sparkling grape juice, and a gift certificate for a turkey. Our hope was
to share these meal kits with families that may not have been able to afford a
family Thanksgiving meal. We are thankful to be a part of wonderful
communities, and for the opportunity to give back!

From Our CEO



| hope you all had a great Thanksgiving holiday. After getting a few extra
days rest over the holiday weekend, our team is energized and ready to finish
out the year strong. | know this time of year can be stressful for everyone, but
please remember we have the same goal as you do, to resolve your injury case
with the best result in the shortest time possible!

As we head into December, | hope that despite busy schedules and holiday
stress, we all take time to stop and enjoy it all. My three growing kids are a
constant reminder of how quickly time passes, and that the simplest and
biggest blessings are health and family.

Thank you for continuing to trust our firm and our team. We are always
grateful and humbled to represent so many incredible clients.

Kind regards,
Ryan Sargent, Esq.
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