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Everything you need to know about our firm, the SLF team, and making our
community a safer place to live and work.

The average person will get in a total of at least four
accidents over the course of their lifetime. Below are some
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examples of things you should not say after an accident to
legally protect yourself.

Accidents are often scary and chaotic. Following an accident, you may be
shaken up, or in shock. It can be hard to think straight and make all the right
decisions. That’s why it’s essential that you know ahead of time what to do or
say (and what NOT to do or say) following an accident.

Saying the wrong thing to another driver, witness, or the police can jeopardize
your right to damages that may be rightfully yours, especially in a case that may
have "disputed liability". Disputed liability is when there is a disagreement on
who caused the accident.

What Not To Say After An Accident:
'I'm Sorry'

One of the most common things drivers do following an accident is to
apologize. It’s natural for a quick "I’'m sorry" to slip out. However, this statement
can easily be taken out of context. Another driver may take this as an
admission of guilt, even if you didn’t mean it as such.

An admission of guilt can be a serious matter if a legal situation involves later
on. Even if you believe at the time that the accident is your fault, you should
avoid admitting guilt at the scene.

Sometimes drivers who think they’re at fault later find out that the accident
was not completely their fault. There are details and circumstances that you
might not be aware of from your position in the crash. Even if you physically hit
another vehicle, you don’t know if it’'s because that driver has run through a red
light, or didn’t have their headlights on, or so forth.

When discussing the accident at the scene, stick to the facts and avoid
suggesting fault. It can be hard to fight off the impulse to apologize, but it can
be important to do.

''m Not Hurt'

An auto accident can set your body into overdrive. The shock of the accident
shoots adrenaline through your system. This adrenaline often can mask
pain, injuries, or aches that you might develop as a result of the accident.



Despite this, drivers frequently assure one another that they’re not hurt. It's
okay to indicate that you don’t need emergency services called, but it’s a smart
idea to avoid saying that you aren’t hurt.

Injuries sustained in an accident can take hours or sometimes even days to
reveal themselves. Even if you feel perfectly fine following an accident, it’s best
to visit a doctor or emergency health professional before making any sort of
final statement on your well-being.

‘I Accept’

The other person, or insurance company, involved in an accident might be
eager to settle the matter quickly. There a variety of reasons why they may
want to do this, but none of them are usually in your best interest.

An at fault driver may offer you money on the scene in an effort resolve it
quickly. However, it's absolutely essential that you do not accept such an offer.
It can be tempting to take such a deal, especially if you and your vehicle seem
fine, but you have no idea what injuries or damages can reveal themselves
later on.

Most importantly, insurance companies will often be eager to settle your case
quickly. They will often say things like "This is the all the money that there is" or
"If you don't sign this offer now, you may not get anything". Their goal is to
settle quickly, for the lowest amount, without you getting an attorney to
represent your best interest. Taking any kind of deal or settlement will prevent
you from being able to sue for damages at a later time. Until you have a full
picture of the accident, you should avoid making any kind of settlement deal.
You should always talk to an attorney and evaluate the potential value of your
case BEFORE talking with the insurance company and/or accepting a deal
from an insurance company.

An auto accident can be scary. In the moments following an accident, it can be
easy to get flustered and say something you didn’t mean to. The above
statements ar a few common phrases that you should avoid saying after an
accident. Avoiding these statements can help secure your legal options later
on.




FROM OUR CEO

October was one of those months that simply required hard work, long hours,
and preparation for a busy next couple months. We are looking forward to the
holiday season, but we also know that it is the busiest time of year for
settlements with insurance companies. Our SLF Team is working hard to finish
as many cases as possible by the end of year, so that our clients can receive
the financial compensation that they have been waiting for, during a time that it
is often needed most. Thank you for continuing to trust our firm, and do not
hesitate to reach out with any questions or concerns you may have.

Kind Regards,

Ryan Sargent, Esq.

FOLLOW THE SLF TEAM ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR MORE UPDATES
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HOW TO PROTECT YOUR CAR FROM RODENTS
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Keeping rodents away from your car is important to prevent
damage to your vehicle's wiring and other components. This is
especially a risk for cars stored over the winter.

Rodents causing damage to cars is more prevalent than you might think.
Small, furry creatures chew through power steering lines, fill engine intakes with
acorns, and plug up air-conditioning ducts with their nests.

The problems can be severe, ranging from clogging the air filter with nesting
materials, to damaging the engine wiring harness, which can cost thousands to
replace.

If the wire coating is chewed through, exposing the inner wire, the car might
not be safe to drive. In such cases, it can be helpful to use a mobile
mechanic, to inspect and repair the damage.

Periodically look for signs of furry visitors, such as droppings, urine,
scratches, chewed wire, damaged belts, gathered nesting materials, and
exposed fiber insulation.

If you suspect that you have a rodent problem, inspect and clean the car
outside while wearing protective rubber gloves: Rodents can carry diseases.

Here are some other tips to keep your vehicle rodent-free.

How to Avoid Attracting Critters

— Ideally, park away from places that are known to draw rodents, such as near



trash bins or natural food sources, like vegetable gardens.

— Park in a sealed garage, if possible, and keep the doors closed.

— Make sure the garage doesn’t have stored food and prime nest materials
like newspapers, cardboard, straw, rags, and patio furniture cushions.

— Look for gaps around garage windows and doors for possible places where
rodents can sneak in. Weather strips under side doors can help seal them.
Likewise, inspect the vertical seals on retractable garage doors for damage.

— Don't store trash cans used for food waste in the garage.
— Keep the car interior free from food wrappers; their scent can draw rodents.
— Move the car regularly, discouraging varmints from taking up residence.
And occasionally honk the horn before starting the car to scare away any
napping critters.

Taking these preventive measures can significantly reduce the risk of rodents

nesting in your car and causing damage. Remember, consistency is key;
frequently check and clean your vehicle to ensure that it remains rodent-free.
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