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Everything you need to know about our firm, the SLF team, and making our
community a safer place to live and work.

DO | NEED A PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER FOR

MINOR INJURIES?
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Some believe that personal injury lawyers only handle cases involving
severe or life-threatening injuries. In reality, they handle a wide range of cases,
from minor injuries to catastrophic ones, as long as someone else's negligence
or wrongdoing is involved. Our law firm has seen that some clients that start
with seemingly minor symptoms can end up needing significant medical
treatment.

Here's why you should hire a personal injury lawyer, even if your
symptoms start out from a minor injury:

1. Legal Expertise: Personal injury lawyers have a deep understanding of
the law, which can be complex. They can navigate legal complexities
even in cases involving minor injuries.

2. Liability Determination: Establishing fault or liability is crucial, no matter
the injury's severity. Lawyers can investigate and gather evidence to
determine who is responsible for the injury, and know what to do when an
insurance company disputes liability.

3. Insurance Negotiation: Dealing with insurance companies can be
challenging, as they often aim to minimize payouts. Lawyers can
negotiate with insurers to ensure you receive fair compensation for your
injuries.

4. Accurate Damages Assessment: Even minor injuries can result in
various costs, including medical bills, lost wages, and ongoing treatment
expenses. Lawyers help assess and document these damages accurately
to ensure you receive proper compensation.

5. Avoiding Legal Pitfalls: People may unintentionally harm their case by
saying or doing the wrong things. Lawyers can provide guidance on what
to say and avoid to protect your claim.

6. Peace of Mind: Legal processes can be overwhelming, especially when
you're dealing with an injury. Having a lawyer handle the legal aspects
provides peace of mind, allowing you to focus on recovery.

7. Preventing Future Incidents: Lawyers can sometimes hold negligent
parties accountable, leading to safer practices and preventing future
accidents.



8. Contingency Fees: Many personal injury lawyers work on a contingency
fee basis, meaning they only get paid if they win your case. This
arrangement makes their services accessible, even for minor injury
cases.

In essence, personal injury lawyers serve a vital role in the legal system by
helping individuals seek justice and fair compensation for their injuries,
regardless of the severity. Their expertise and advocacy ensure that injured
individuals have the support they need to navigate the complex legal landscape
and achieve the best possible outcome for their specific circumstances. If you
are ever unsure whether you need a personal injury attorney, call our office for
a free case consultation.

Summer was filled with many great adventures with my family and friends,
but I'm looking forward to getting back into the routines of fall (and more
mountain biking). SLF is on track to have our biggest year to date, and our SLF
Team is all extremely busy as we push towards the year end.



Regular communication with our clients and their medical providers remains
a high priority for our firm, as it is the best way to ensure continuity in medical
treatment, as well as the best case outcome for our clients. We are committed

to client case updates at least every 30 days. Thank you for continuing to trust
our firm with your injury case.

Kind Regards,
Ryan Sargent, Esq.

Crash Detection is a feature on certain iPhone and Apple Watch
models that allows the devices to sense when a user has been in
an impact-related accident, such as a car crash.

The Crash Detection feature has been designed to detect head-on, rear-end,

side-impact, and rollovers. It's available on iPhone 14 and newer, and Apple
Watch Series 8 and newer.

After an accident, the device will automatically display a warning screen. The



user can then swipe the on-screen Emergency Call switch to activate a call to
emergency services or select Cancel to turn the action off.

If no user interaction has been detected after 10 seconds, the device will
automatically call 911, play a Siri voice message that explains the situation, and
also communicate your location. The process will then repeat for one of your
emergency contacts.

FALSE ALARMS

The crash detection feature has caused 911 centers near ski mountains to be
overwhelmed with accidental automated calls from fallen skiers’ and
snowboarders’ phones and watches.

The 911 calls triggered by crash detection have put a strain on dispatch
centers, as well as police and emergency medical services, who sometimes
respond to the location on the ski mountain where the unanswered call
originated from.

There have also been several reports of people riding rollercoasters having their
devices triggering the crash detection.

For this reason, some people choose to disable crash detection altogether.

To disable crash detection:

1. Open the Settings app.
2. Tap Emergency SOS.
3. Turn off "Call After Severe Crash".

IS IT WORTH KEEPING IT ENABLED?

Apple warns that crash detection may not detect all crashes. And obviously, you
can't try out a few car accidents to see how your iPhone or Apple Watch
responds.

Most serious motor vehicle accidents occur when both vehicles are in traffic, or



when a single vehicle makes contact with a fixed object like a barrier. Several
tests showed that crash detection worked well in that type of collision. But, like
any technology, the current iteration has some weak points.

While you can't rely on the system to alert authorities or your loved ones in
every potential crash situation, it's a helpful safety feature in many
circumstances. And, the risks associated with false positives are fairly limited,
as long as you'’re aware of them. For example, consider turning off your phone
or turning off the crash detection feature when you're getting on a roller coaster
or similar ride that travels at high speeds and may stop abruptly.

If you get an accidental alert, be sure to utilize the 20-second delay to cancel
the alert before anyone is notified. This will prevent the diversion of emergency
resources and help ensure that your family isn't unnecessarily alarmed.
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